found that, for buffalo semen, yellowish eosin was more efficient than bluish eosin and the optimum concentration of the stain was 1-6 to 1-7%. The present work was carried out to determine the efficiency of opal blue at two levels (12-50% and 6-25%), each combined with 1-70% yellowish eosin, in the process of buffalo semen evaluation. The suitability of opal blue-eosin in comparison with other stain mixtures containing nigrosin, methyl blue and congo red as backgrounds was also determined. Weighed amounts of opal blue and eosin were dissolved in normal saline solution. Mixtures composed of 10% nigrosin, 7% methyl blue and 2% congo red, each combined with 1-70% yellowish eosin, were also prepared. The study included fifteen ejaculates from three buffalo bulls. Motility ratings were made initially on undiluted buffalo
Buffalo semen has received relatively little attention owing to the fact that buffaloes are mainly found in recently developing countries, where artificial insemination is not widely applied. The methods routinely followed in artificial insemination may require to be modified so as to suit the nature and peculiarities of this species.
In Schmidt & Jenichen (1952) reported that opal blue-eosin was unsuitable for semen evaluation, particularly in the case of fresh ejaculates. Rao (1957a) stained undiluted buffalo semen for the study of sperm morphology and found that, among the stains giving a blue background, 7 % methyl blue and 1:2 to 1:4 dilution of the stock opal blue solution gave the best results. Congo red (2%) was also very good. Rao (1957b) (1968) found that, for buffalo semen, yellowish eosin was more efficient than bluish eosin and the optimum concentration of the stain was 1-6 to 1-7%. The present work was carried out to determine the efficiency of opal blue at two levels (12-50% and 6-25%), each combined with 1-70% yellowish eosin, in the process of buffalo semen evaluation. Nigrosin imparted a dark blackish background, which was better, as it provided a stronger contrast between the background and the spermatozoa. However, Rao (1957a) 
